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SiR,
u, who this morning were the best, are now'the worst of men who breathe vital air. I am at once overwhelmed with love, hatred, rage, and disdain. Can infamy and innocence live together ? I feel the weight of the one too strong for the comfort of the other. How bitter, Heaven, how bitter is my portion ! How much have I to say; but the infant which I bear about me stirs with my agitation. I am, Palamede, to live in shame, and this creature be heir to it. Farewell for ever."
NO.     Ipp.                                       [STEELE.1
From Saturday^ July 15, to Tuesday, July 18; 1710.
When we revolve in our thoughts such catastrophes as that in the history of the unhappy Caslia, there seems to be something so hazardous in the changing a single state of life into that of marriage, that (it may happen) all the precautions imaginable are not sufficient to defend a virgin from ruin by her choice. It seems a wonderful inconsistence in the distribution of public justice, that a man who robs a woman of an ear-ring or a jewel, should be punished with death; but one who by false arts and insinuations should take from her her very self, is only to suffer disgrace. This excellent young woman has nothing to console herself with, but the reflection that her sufferings are not the effect of any guilt or misconduct, and has for her protection the influence of a power
1 This paper was probably based  on  notes  by Edward Wortley Montagu.    See note to No. 223.
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